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Jang, hearing at Aurangabad of the invasion marched
with forty thousand men to oppose it. The armies met on
the banks of the Godavari and for two months an indecisive
struggle raged up and down the river. At last Bajirao
forced Nasir Jang to retreat to Aurangabad and take
shelter in the fort. Nasir Jang was soon closely besieged.
At last, he sued for peace and gave Bajirao in jaghir the
districts of Handia and Khargon south of Indore. Bajirao
had thus attained the object of the war. He sent Chimnaji
Appa back to Poona. His son Balaji he sent to Kolaba,
that he might try and settle the endless disputes of the
Angre brothers. He himself, with the interest of a new
proprietor, went northwards to Khargon and spent the
winter there, inspecting his jaghir and mastering the details
of its administration. Suddenly at Raver, as he was touring
along the banks of the Narbada, he fell ill of fever. His
frame exhausted by war and labour, harassed by family
quarrels and disappointed passion, was unable to resist the
attacks of disease. On the 25th April he passed away at
the age of forty-two in the presence of his younger son
Janardhanpant and his faithful and forgiving wife Kashibai.
The news reached Balaji at Kolaba and he and Chimnaji
Appa were present at the funeral ceremonies. With them
went Mastani. Separated from her lover in this world,
she passed fearlessly through the flames to greet him in
the next. Kashibai survived her husband for many years.
In 1746 she went on a pilgrimage to Benares. On. the
27th November 1758 she died greatly mourned and
respected, having lived to see her son reach an eminence,
far loftier oven than that attained by Bajirao'.

By his wife Bajirao had four legitimate sons Balaji,
born on 8th December 1721, Ramchandra, Raghunath, born
on the 1st August 1734 and Janardan, By Mastani he
had one illegitimate son. Bajirao wished ardently that
his mistress' child should be declared a Brahman. But

* Bajirao was bom in 1608,    Sardestii, vol If    Bajvswlo gives the date as 1086,
wrongly as I think*